
From: Town Clerk  
Sent: 19 January 2021 15:01 
To: Alex Stafford <alex.stafford@ashford.gov.uk> 
Cc: Cllr Callum Knowles <callum.knowles@ashford.gov.uk>; Cllr Crawford 
<cllr.crawford@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk>; Terry Jones <terry.jones@ashford.gov.uk>; 
len.mayatt@ashford.gov.uk; Gilian Macinnes <Gilian.MacInnes@ashford.gov.uk> 
Subject: Urgent Issue -threat to Veteran Trees  
 
 

Redrow Development of Tilden Gil Tenterden - 19/00340/AS 
 
Dear Alex, 
 
I am writing in regard to the current boundary dispute and removal of a trees between Redrow Site 
and Kiln Field. 
 
You are probably aware that ABC is the freeholder for Kiln Field and TTC is the leaseholder to 
manage with Kent Wildlife Trust. Kiln Field is today described as a private nature reserve and TTC has 
applied to Natural England for it to be designated as a Nature Reserve with ABC’s blessing (TTC 
correspondence with Len Mayatt). 
 
Last week, it became obvious there was some uncertainty on the exact boundary position of the two 
sites. For ease of reference, below shows Kiln Field southern boundary with Redrow’s site. The 
yellow hatching has been marked as the “western ecological zone” on Redrow’s masterplan which is 
over the “ditch and bank” boundary. In addition, it is our understanding that the boundary is a 
historic coppiced ditch boundary and possibly of medieval origin. This is the only natural buffer 
between the nature reserve and the building site, which we believe supports a variety of species, 
including dormice, harvest mice and a large assemblage of reptiles. The attached is an extract from 
the masterplan which you were good enough to forward for TTC’s reference. 
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On Thursday 14th January there was a pre meeting between Redrow (Harminder Rai ) and ABC (Paul 
Stanton and Victoria Couper-Samways), followed by a meeting with myself and TTC’s maintenance 
team, in an attempt to resolve the boundary line issue.  
 
The issue of the boundary line materialised due to Redrow wishing to cut down a veteran oak tree 
on the bank so they can erect scaffolding for the construction of plot no 82. As we all know, NPPF 
175c states “development resulting in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats (such as 
ancient woodland and ancient or veteran trees) should be refused, unless there are wholly 
exceptional reasons and a suitable compensation strategy exists”. TTC do not consider erecting 
scaffolding as an exceptional reason. 
 
This veteran status tree, has a minimum circumference measurement of 3m. This means that it is 
well over 300 years old, but with new growth to suggest survival well into the future. (This in 
contradiction of Redrow’s Arboricultural report, which states that there are no veteran trees on the 
site, and that none of the trees on the old coppiced bank are worth saving.) Planning guidance does 
say that no foundation excavations should be undertaken within 15m of the oak’s trunk, and 
possibly the entire bank. Harminder Rai of Redrow advised that they were only removing the trees 
that they had planning permission for. Victoria Couper-Samways has requested sight of this 
permission. 
 
The issue may also rise for plots 77 and 78 for erecting scaffolding, but this would need to be 
investigated. 
 
TTC wish to achieve a satisfactory outcome for both Redrow and TTC, where Kiln Field nature 
reserve is protected and NPPF regulations are followed. Unfortunately, Redrow has already removed 
the ancient coppice near plot 77 as seen below. 
 



 
 
 
To assist with resolving this current issue, Kent Wildlife Trust have been contacted and will be 
sending a Arboriculturist to investigate and provide recommendations. 
 
We would ask you to register a “stop notice” with Redrow of cutting the boundary tress until Kent 
Wildlife have completed their investigation and given ABC and TTC time to consider their 
recommendations. 
 
Many thanks in anticipation 
 
 

With Kind Regards, 
 
Phil Burgess 
Town Clerk 

www.tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk  
01580 762271 
 
This e-mail, including any attachments, is intended for the named addressee(s) only and may contain 
marked material up to RESTRICTED and should be handled accordingly. 
Unless you are the named addressee (or authorised to receive it for the addressee) you may not 
read, copy or use it, or disclose it to anyone else. Unauthorised use, copying or disclosure is strictly 
prohibited and may be unlawful. 
Precautions have been taken to ensure that this is a virus free message but recipients are 
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